. They subscribed to the idea of screening the park boundaries from visitors, created scenery designed to lead the visitor through a series of discrete walks and Loudon even prescribed the type and location of seating 19 Beveridge and Hoffman (eds.), 71, 73. 20 Conway, People's Parks, 47. 21 Ibid., 76. 22 Ibid., 83. in the city, aided by the increase in rates from several extensions of the city's boundaries . All of these elements were central to the Victorian idea of the public park as a place of relaxation and contemplation. 24 The idea of the park as a rustic retreat from the busy town or city was an especially influential one which can be observed in the writings of Robert Lamb, the general superintendent of parks in Manchester from 1890 -1914 . By 1905, Manchester had invested extensively in water supply, tramways and gas and electricity supply and the addition of a large public space like Heaton Park presented another opportunity to add to the territory of the city which had been expanding since 1885. 25 . Lamb suggested that the environment provided by a public park should be a respite from employment, . This was also part of a tradition of romantic anti- urbanism which had been prevalent in the Victorian period, an idea that was beginning to be challenged by the Edwardian era 27 The municipal parkscape as a direct contrast to the urban environment was being eclipsed by ideas about citizenship and social responsibility. While the boundaries of citizenship were far from immutable, its persistence was in marked contrast to the limited aspiration of the mid-Victorian parks promoters. There have been suggestions that the Victorian period marked the end of the presence of the urban elites at municipal level .
28
. However, Law's work shows the influence of Manchester City Council members from occupational groups such as wholesale and retail merchants and professionals, for instance, journalists, estate agents and civil engineers until 1903 and beyond 29 The membership of the Parks and Cemeteries committee at the time of the purchase of Heaton Park mirrored the composition of the City Council itself, with a Conservative majority. The committee had a Liberal chairman whose casting vote was needed to secure the park. The final vote did not split along party lines with four Conservatives and three Liberals voting in favour of the purchase and five Conservatives and two Liberals against. The primary concerns of those who opposed the purchase were the location of the park outside the city boundary and the price being asked. These were resolved by the consent of the local authority, Prestwich Urban City Council members continued to be mindful of the need to inculcate values like self-help, discipline, civic pride and social responsibility in the urban environment. The official opening ceremony at Heaton Park, held on 24 September 1902, was an occasion to reaffirm these ideas. 300 dignitaries and an estimated 6,500 people attended to hear the Lord Mayor, Alderman James Hoy, express the hope that the park would add to the health benefits experienced by the population of Manchester and to credit the citizens for providing the impetus for the park movement in the city .
31
. While much of this can be viewed as the usual self-congratulatory rhetoric typical of such occasions, ideas about self-help and active citizenship were a significant component of civic life during the Edwardian period and will be discussed in the following sections.
The first examines the ability of all citizens to both access and use the park, while the second investigates the relationship between active citizenship and recreation.
Redefining the Edwardian park: access and usage Heaton Park in the Edwardian era was a physical symbol of the political power of Manchester City Council to the north of the city. It also represented the confidence of the civic elite which was running the city. This elite was more socially diverse than the old landowning aristocratic elite had been but was no less keen to display its cultural Situated four miles north of the city centre, Heaton Park was quite some distance from the major centres of population to the south of the city. There were regular trams to the park from the city centre and special fares available at weekends to encourage visitors. Inside the park, inequalities were also evident in the charges for use of the facilities (boating, bowling, tea rooms) but these were options that could easily be ignored in favour of a walk around the park or a picnic on the lawns.
. Parks and open spaces were important symbols of the Edwardian city and its ability to provide for a community of citizens and their health, education and recreation.
All of these aspects are visible when we come to examine the development of Heaton Park in the years after its purchase.
A park of this size posed significant problems for the traditional methods of regulation such as the park-keeper. Initial attempts to supervise the public in the park were met with some hostility: visitors were told to keep off the grass, they were restricted to the main walks in the park and prevented from exploring the more remote depend on being in company. Crantz has argued that this individual usage allowed visits to the park to be dictated by the free time schedules of individual visitors and permitted park keepers to divide up each day into sections to offer facilities to different types of visitors 39 . This was in an era when even working people had an increased amount of leisure time 40 The sense of civic pride in parks like Heaton Park experienced by its visitors is difficult to estimate with any certainty due to lack of data. These photographs help to confirm the consistent popularity of the park with all age groups and the sheer numbers of those who were able to access it. They also demonstrate that some of the use made While the provision of amenities was initially pragmatic at Heaton Park, the later developments such as the golf course and the boating lake were more characteristic of the Edwardian park than the Victorian. The earlier emphasis on rational recreation gave way to more segregated sports facilities, reflecting the differing appeal of certain sports to men and women . While this may be difficult to prove, it does provide an explanation for the increasingly class-bound nature of leisure at the end of the nineteenth century and militated against the ideal of recreation as a tool for unifying social classes advocated in the 1840s. It also marks the gradual abandonment of ideas such as rational recreation.
57
. The total cost of the lake (including the building of several islands) was £21,000. One hundred boats were purchased to be hired out while two electric launches took people around the lake for 2d. each . As well as building the lake itself, they also built a road that went around it and a landing stage.
The use of working men for this purpose has a poignancy when one returns to one of the original arguments for the purchase of Heaton Park -to provide a sanctuary for the working classes, a peoples' park. Here, the people or, more specifically, the working classes were being used to build amenities that they likely could not afford to use themselves. Fraser argues that this progression from Victorian moralism to Edwardian pragmatism was a logical one which resulted in the beginnings of a practical approach to town and urban planning 73 . Proposals were already under discussion for suburbs laid out according to garden city principles in Alkrington and Fairfield in Manchester in 1912 74 Harris points out that the Edwardian era was characterised by the ideal of active citizenship which included a commitment to good physical and moral health . 75 . She suggests that trade unions, co-operatives and friendly societies all provided opportunities and models of good citizenship but this could also be extended to the role of public parks at this time. A healthy citizenry contributed to a healthy nation and formed the building block of a well-ordered society 76 . Fraser has developed this idea further and argued that it was city councils themselves that operated as the personification of citizenship through their closeness to the communities which they served 77 . The environment of a public park could offer the opportunity to develop not just physical health but a sense of public spiritedness and civic identity. This was very much linked to emergent ideas about citizenship and collective responsibility for one's surroundings -a substantial move away from the Victorian idea of parks as patrolled by park-keepers and attendants who bore total responsibility for the park's upkeep and maintenance.
The Edwardian park offered both a continuity and a breach with its Victorian forebear. With increasing amounts of free time available for leisure, the citizens took full advantage of the municipal park but those who benefited most had both the recreational skills and the access to the spaces. The working classes remained on the periphery and the needs of particular groups of users such as women were yet to be fully met or even . However, this social inclusion did not include everyone as women, and working class women in particular, were not especially perceived as having recreational needs at this time and were excluded from discussions about how municipal parks should best be used. Frow has argued that 'the people' are 80 Wyborn, 'Parks for the People', 4. 81 Ibid., 4. 82 Marne, 'Whose public space was it anyway?' 437. not a homogenous group and cannot all appropriate any space equally 83 . Furthermore, Joyce has pointed out that shifting definitions of 'the people' resulted in the emergence of such concepts as the common good and social citizenship 84 The evidence from Heaton Park demonstrates that it was not a people's park in the Victorian sense of the term -it was mainly visited by those who lived nearby or who had access to public transport. It promoted an active engagement with its facilities and amenities, although passive strolling and contemplation were also encouraged. The linguistic change from the 'people' to the 'citizen' is also significant. While it is true that both terms were often used interchangeably especially in the later Victorian newspapers, by the Edwardian period, the use of 'citizen' was more widespread.
Rodrick has remarked that citizenship was a very ambiguous term before the 1870s and . Thus, imperial, national and local citizenship could co-exist and were not mutually exclusive. Heaton Park's status as a former aristocratic estate is also noteworthy. Many urban parks were developed from donated land or paid for by public subscription. Hugh Prince failed to differentiate between estates or private parks which subsequently became public spaces, and public parks which were created from scratch 87 . Taylor has recognised that almost all of these once-private landscapes were originally designed as an immediate and insistent revelation of personal political power 88 . However, she does not develop this point to accommodate parks which were previously part of aristocratic estates and which were then acquired by public bodies. Nor does she discuss the implications of a change from private to public ownership and the subsequent opening of the space to visitors. The symbolic significance of former landed estates like Heaton Park was altered from representing the political, social and economic power of the aristocracy to that of the municipal authority. Offer has suggested that local councils now had 'levels of power, patronage and prestige', all aspects of the social position previously enjoyed by the local aristocracy 89 Nonetheless, the park was a powerful symbol of the new Edwardian active citizenship and the enthusiasm with which people embraced and used the new park . This was certainly evident in Manchester, with its lack of a resident aristocracy and relatively unconstrained urban development from the 1830s. While the landscape of the park was now more accessible to the public, it remained a space that could only be experienced by whose who had easy access to it. 
